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Wife, citing illustrations from the epics and from
Manu.

Kanarese histories appear about 1640, and most of
them were written under the patronage of the Mysore
Rajas. Chikka Deva Raja Wadiyar, in particular,' caused
a valuable library to be made of historical materials,
including copies of inscriptions in his dominions'.

Up to 1796, when the Mysore Royal Family were
transferred from their already looted and bare palace in
Seringapatam to a miserable hovel, they had carefully
treasured this collection of cuddattums and palm-leaf
chronicles; but Tipu callously ordered them all to be
used as fuel to boil his horses' gram, and only a few,
through the pious artifice of a Brahmin, says Colonel
Wilks, were saved. An irreparable loss of documents,
which would have helped the puzzled historian to pene-
trate the haze of those distant, restless days, when empires
rose and clashed and fell, and palegars and petty rajas
ruled one day a village and one day a province.

Of those long ago and turbulent South Indian ages, and
particularly of the part Mysore played in them, so few
records remain: potsherds, an ear-ring, a worn coin, a
mud fort-wall, a fragment of a stone, with defaced figures
and words almost obliterated of a tongue no longer
spoken; grotesque legends, losing nothing of their quaint-
ness as they pass down the lips of the generations.

The Kannada Academy (Kannada Sahitya Parishad)
has been established for the encouragement of writers of
merit, the cultivation and improvement of the language by
the unification of dialects, the fixing of scientific termino-
logy and the formation of a common literary style.1

1 History of Kanarese Literature, p. 103.